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We are delighted that the children have returned to school following their Christmas holiday in high spirits and eager to learn. The term successfully started with our visit to the theatre to see The BFG, which the children loved.  I am looking forward to a term filled with exciting activities that we will share with both you and your children.

On another note… 

Facebook and Social Networking sites

As we all know, social networking sites such as “Facebook” are widely used by the majority of parents and older children. However, sometimes these sites are used to publicly discuss matters which may include personal disagreements between pupils at the school or for parents to vent frustration about school matters. Social networking sites are not as private as we might think and careless use can cause unnecessary distress to the individuals concerned or have an adverse impact on the school in general. In order for our school and more importantly your children to be supported in the very best possible way, may I take this opportunity to remind parents to contact school if you have any concerns. To safeguard the children and our school, please support us by discussing any school related issues with us on the premises.

In anticipation I would thank you for your continued support in helping us to maintain high standards which ensure your children are receiving the best possible provision here at Tynsel Parkes.
Theresa Walters

Email/Paperless

[image: image3.wmf]This year we would really like to push forward with our plans for corresponding with parents via email and hope for a system to be “up and ready” for use in September. For parents who have not yet provided an email address a slip will be sent home for completion during this term.
Reminders…
· [image: image4.wmf]Book Bags – please can your child’s bag be of a sensible size that will fit on their cloakroom peg or drawer. 

· PE Kits – with pumps. Please name all items.

· Foundation Stage spare clothes – the children in Nursery and Reception quite often need a change of clothes, please can you make sure your child has a spare set of clothing in school.

· Dinner Money – please can this be sent into school in a named envelope and handed to your child’s class teacher.

· Absences – If you child is unwell and not attending school, please telephone the school office first thing in the morning.

Thank you.

Educational Visits/Visitors to school
[image: image5.wmf]All children will have the experience of either going out or have a visitor come to their classroom this term. As always, we are conscious of keeping costs as low as possible and please be assured that we do so. These learning experiences are so very valuable to our children and we hope you as parent/carers appreciate this and will continue to support us.
Tell me – I forget, Show me – I will remember, Let me do it – I will learn

Reception are looking at  “Growing” and will be going on a visit to see the young animals at Ash End Children’s Farm.
Year 1 as part of their “China” topic, children  will take part in a Chinese Dance and Culture workshop.
Year 2’s topic this term is “Faithful Florence” . The children will have a visit from “Florence” who will come in costume and give the children an insight into her life and carry out hospital role-play.
Year 3 – “Splish, Splash, Splosh. We will be visiting Carsington Water to look into water cycles, filtration, water efficiency and the history of Carsington.

Year 4 as part of their topic “India” the children will be going on a “Trail of places of worship” in Derby and take part in a Henna hand painting workshop
Letter giving full details of these educational visits/visitors to school will be sent to parent/carers nearer the time.
Do you know that by registering your child for Free School Meals the school gets extra money?

Yes – every pupil registered for Free School Meals attracts a Government funding for the school called “Pupil Premium”. Any additional funding we can get can only go to benefit all the children in school, so please have a look below to see if you think you may be eligible to claim for free school meals for your child. 
Do you qualify? 
You can register your child for free school meals if you are in receipt of one of the following: 
· Child Tax Credit but do not receive Working Tax Credit and that your annual income is less than £16,190. (note: anyone receiving Working Tax Credit, regardless of income, does not qualify)
· Income Support
· Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
· Income Related Employment and Support Allowance
· The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

Call in at the school office if you are not sure.
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HELP – If you have any clothes that your child has grown out of eg. underwear, socks, school uniform, pumps, coats  – please can we have them for spares – accidents do occasionally happen!! 
      Diary Dates overleaf….

